
Female Life Sciences PhD Employment and Salary in 2021

At four-year educational institutions, there are fewer female life sciences PhDs in 
senior faculty ranks, and tenured and tenure track salaries are higher for males.

Full time employed female PhD life scientists’ median salary is less than males across 
all racial and ethnic backgrounds, and more female life sciences doctorate recipients 
are not employed or seeking work than males.

Males dominate the life sciences workforce, except at other educational institutions
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Data for other race not shown. Other educational institution includes two-year colleges, community colleges, technical institutes, and other precollege institutions. National 
Science Foundation 2021 Survey of Doctorate Recipients tables 2, 13, 17. 50, 62

140,000
120,000
100,000
80,000
60,000
40,000
20,000

0

Male

Female

Full 
Professor

All
employee

Tenured On 
Tenure 
Track

Not on 
Tenure 
Track

Tenure
N/A

Associate
Professor

Assistant
Professor

Instructor 
or Lecturer

100

80

60

40

20

0

Median Salary  Not Employed or Seeking Work

U
.S

. D
ol

la
rs

140,000
120,000
100,000
80,000
60,000
40,000
20,000

0
Hispanic 
or Latino

American 
Indian or 

Alaska Native

Asian Black or 
African 

American

White

Male
30%

Female
70%


